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MBtfORAHDDlf FOR THE HECORP 

SUBJECT: 1. Possible PW2 of Mikhail Aleksaa^lrovich 

MUIUflEOT C. 

2, Hellar dtlBBI E. Zi 


1. Alter discussion elth reproaen tat Ives of SB and 

CA/Bl on 14 /ucust, I set with ci. and Cl 

E2 of the RCKP. 1 told then that we had reviewed the 
lot ones tlOB available on this case, nod there were a nunber 
of ciuestions still bothering: us. 

2. First of all, why is MURNIKOV rather than another 
officer being selected for the PMG action? Isn't his tour 
about to end? And why Is publicity desired in this case? 

d Z said that publicity is the als in this Instance, and 
he sumieed that it was because there had not been any good 
PMC publicity or anti- RIS publicity in T nada recently. In 
particular, as be understood it, the RC^i? was eager to have 
publicity reflecting undesirable Soviet activities anong 
enigres. The fact that HDBMIXOT’s tour is alsost coaplete 
does not deter the RCtfP, since their objective is not really 
to got rid of MURKIKOV. In fact, they have been rather con 
cemed that VURIflEOY sight depart PCS before the PNG action 
could be coapleted. And KURNIEOV himself was selected be 
cause be has Indeed been involved with the eiolgre cotaiaunity. 

3. I asked whether the RCHP didn't have any grounds 
better than GRABBZ's information on which to base their ac 
ttott. tL Z3 iwsediate reaction was that there was no 
more substantial information (» )(URHIKpV. I indicated that 
wo would be very envious if a PNG action should succeed on 
no more substantial grounds than these which did not app>ear 
to involve espionage or, really, subversion, and appeared to 
be only ellghtly different from USIA activltlee. After I 
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explalnod to bla what U3IA dooa^ C -U repeatedly asserted 
that IfURKIKOT was, after all, attoapting to "penetrate" the 
£s tool an coowiunlty in Canada, (I was unable to match his 
indlgiution. ) 

4. 1 asked IJ whether the RCBP had fallowed up on 
any of GXAB81*s leads » and he vaguely guessed that perhaps 
they bavOf but be was not sure, I asked If any information 
on MURNlKOY's activities among Sstonlans had been acquired 
by the RCVP Independently and without reference to GRABBI*s 
information. CL was not sure. 1 noted that one of the 
memoranda we have received from the RCMP made reference to 
the RCMP'b concern about MDRKIKOV's activities among emigres 
since 1965 and asked If this perhaps indies ted independent 
Information, since GRABBl only appeared on the scene In 
1968. Q ^ did not know whether anything other than overt 
contacts by tfURXlKOV had been noted between 1965 and tho ap 
pearance of GRABBl. 

5. I explained to C- L3 that we were concerned lest 
GRA&BI's name should come up In the course of an investlga 
tion by an enterprising Journalist after iUJRXIKOV^s PNG was 
announced. Since the Department of External Affairs intended 
to make reference to MURJflEOV's activities among Estonian 
emigres, and since that community is small and tightly knit, 
It would not seem to be too difficult for a sharp newstaan to 
get onto GHABBl's trail. And Judging by GRABBl *9 Inaccurate 
covnents and reference to his Indirect aesociatlon with CIA 
and the FBI , it would not be surprising if GHABB! , In a mis 
guided effort to protect his reputation, should claim to 
have been an agent for CIA. This would not please us, since 
CEABBJ had been associated with both Juri RAUS and Erik 
HSIRE, and although his relationships with them had no bear 
ing on the legal case of a few years back, It Is difficult 

to foresee Just how much might be rehashed in the Lewspapers . 
In addition, I offered the suggestion that neither the Cana 
dian Government nor the HCliP would be happy, most likely, if 
there wore allegations that a "CIA agent’ had been a l:,nk be 
tween a KGB officer and the Estonian community in Canada. 

C ^ impressed by this last 

6. CL J expressed appreciation for our serious con 
slderatlon of the proposed PKO action and asked if, in light 
of the possibility of awkward publicity, we would prefer that 
XURNIKOY not be PRG’d, I said wo would not presume to tell 
them whether they should or should not proceed with the ac 
tion, but we would like them to be aware of the potential 
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•«barr»8Baent C. ^1 also a«ked that we be 

kept lafonMd ae the PlfG action proceeds. 

7. m JJ coatirmd that QKABBI has returned fron hie 
trip and has gme to Canada where he is eurrentljr (in the 
course ol the present two or three da^) bolng Interviewed 
b; the SCKP. A full report of that interview will he made 
available to us. 

8. In the course of our conversation^ I reiterated 
that GXABBX la not of operational intereet to us and that 

we are not, and have not been, In operational touch with him. 
I achaowle^ed that we bad lo^ed him over a lew ^ears ago 
and decided against any involvement with him. I made no com- 
ment about the "International Advisory Committee." 


a . -r? 

Acting Asst. Chief, European Division 
for the British Cotntoowealtb Region 
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